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As the last surviving member of my family in my generation I would like to 
make my modest contribution to your project. Perhaps it will be of interest to 
others with whom we shared our experience at the Fischbach Displaced Persons 
camp from 1945 to 1948. My Latvian language skills are very limited, and if you 
choose to post my contribution, I would be grateful if you would translate my 
brief family history, and the comments accompanying the attached photographs.   
 
Brief family history: 
 
My family left their farm in the Adazi District, just east of Riga, with the advance 
of the Russian army in the fall of 1944. We traveled by ship to northern 
Germany, landing near Kiel. After a brief stay in Saalfeld, we ended up at the 
Fischbach refugee camp, near the city of Nuremberg. We lived there from the 
summer of 1945 until August of 1948. 
With the war over, everyone believed they would be returning home in the near 
future. However, when it became apparent that the Russians were not going to 
retreat from the Baltics, my family applied to emigrate to Canada. 
In the meantime, the new residents of Fischbach (a former military barracks) had 
managed to build an organized community providing reasonable living 
conditions for the refugees. 
The overall experience from my perspective as a young boy was one of a great 
adventure. I’m sure the adults thought otherwise. 
 
Following photos were all taken at the Fischbach D.P. Camp,  Nuremberg, 
Germany 1945 - 1948. 
     
  - Mary and Voldemar Auzins, sons George, Ollie, and Andy 
                
               - George  (right rear), seventh grade class. 
   
- Ollie  (fourth from left, rear), first grade class, Nov. 1945. 
              
               - Voldemar  (second from left), with co-workers at the 
                 Nuremberg United Nations (UNRRA) supply warehouse. 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
